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1.  Lincoln to Highway 50 – Hazel Avenue - Nimbus Dam area. 

From SCLH, take best route to Sierra College Blvd., south towards Highway 50, it 
turns into Hazel Avenue along the way.  Stay on this over the American River to 
Highway 50, and take 50 East towards Placerville/Lake Tahoe. 
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2.  Take Highway 50 East to Placerville/Lake Tahoe to rendezvous at McDonald’s in 
South Lake Tahoe (1035 Emerald Bay Road, South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150,on right 
hand side of Highway 50).  Total miles from SCLH about 110.  There may be some 
slow traffic or road construction stops on Highway 50; relax and enjoy!  We are all in 
the same traffic lines!  If you are driving too slow and are the head of a line of cars, 
expect to be run off the road!  If you are slow, pull over often and let traffic go.  
Otherwise expect plenty of “fingers” heading your way.  But drive too fast, $500 radar 
tickets given at the end of the passing lanes!  Best to relax and get there about the 
same time.  
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Important note:  Speed laws in the Lake Tahoe area are severely enforced.  About 
40 bears a year are killed by speeding cars.  Radar is used extensively and 35 means 
35, not 36.  So give the bears and your wallet a break, as in Hawaii “mo’ betta go slo”.  

 

  

3.  McDonalds – is 5 miles north of this 1st Junction of Highways 50 and 89 as you 
finally get down the steep mountain road towards Lake Tahoe.  This is the Junction 1 
mile west of the California Agriculture Inspection Station (look for Highway Patrol 
radar speed trap at the Ag Station – 40 mph zone). Somewhat confusing, there is 
another Junction of Highways 50 and 89 just another 1/8 mile north of this 
McDonalds.  More on this later.  
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Note for October 16, 2015 Field Trip for Salmon, Bears and Fall Colors: 

The “Y” is the intersection of Highways 50 and 89.   The “Y” is used by locals as a 
point of reference if you ask for directions.  For the October 2015 Lake Tahoe field 
trip, we will be meeting on Friday, October 16 at the USFS Visitor Center at Taylor 
Creek.  This is located 3.1 miles north from the “Y” on Highway 89.  It will be past 
Camp Richardson and on your right-hand side of the highway as you travel north. 

 

Fall Colors Field Trip – 2015 

Travel Directions – Approximate Mileages 
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We will meet in the large parking lot at the Visitor Center at 8 a.m.  

Bring telephoto or long lenses.  Good walking shoes recommended as we may have 
very little walking or we could  go up steam on an unmaintained trail.  Layer clothing 
as it will be chilly in the early morning. 

  

Restaurants for 2015:  For lunch on Friday, October 16, 2015 we have several great 
choices.  The Beacon Bar & Grill at Camp Richardson is similar to the Sunnyside in 
north Lake Tahoe but better; you can eat outside next to the beach.  Just 1 mile south 
is Sonney’s BBQ, excellent if you are wanting a BBQ fix.  If you are going to the 
Hope Valley area for fall colors, Sorenson’s Resort on Highway 88 is always 
delightful. 

 

  

Note for 2015:  The references and mileages below are for your information if you are 
going to the Hope Valley & Carson Pass areas after we leave Taylor Creek and the 
Fallen Leaf Lake areas. 

 

  

4.  1st photo stop = 10 ½ miles south on Highway 89, just before Highway 88, use right 
hand turn outs or off the Highway for old corrals on the right hand side of the road with 
aspens on the mountains to the west.  This is 10 ½ miles south of the Junction of 
Highways 50 and 89 near the Ag Inspection Station. 
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5.  2nd photo stop = ¼ mile further south on Highway 89, just before Highway 88, use 
right hand turn out just before the bridge over West Fork of Carson River.  Great ops 
on the left or east side of the road, over the Carson Creek, meadows and east 
towards the mountains.   Also west towards another mountain range. 
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6.  Junction of Highways 89 & 88.  This is the renowned Hope Valley.  Turn right, 
head west.  Smelly rest room stop on the right side, about ¼ mile.  Photo ops and pull 
overs on the right hand side of the highway.  Stop where ever you want.  

At 2.4 miles is Blue Lake Road on the left hand side heading south, another smelly 
rest room is located about ¼ south on this road.  No real Fall Colors down this road so 
avoid it while heading west, but maybe a needed rest room break on the way back? 

 

  

7.  At 4.1 miles from the Junction of Highways 89 & 88, turn sharp right up a Forest 
Service Road # 31091.  Entrance to this road is well hidden, you need to slow down 
and look for it or turn around and go back.  Drive up a broken road about 300 yards 

4.1 
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over a cattle gate and then take the left fork about 50 yards and park.  Great aspen 
grove with backlighting, etc.  Usually a ranch hand trailer is parked here; don’t get too 
close.  Walk up the dirt road to get in the aspen grove. 

  

8.  At 5.7 on your odometer from the Junction of Highways 89 & 88, the famous “Old 
Cabin” will be on your right hand side.  There is a long, paved pull-out on the right 
hand side here to accommodate the thousands of photographers who stop.  Wander 
all around, be careful to not stand or just hang out too far in the pull-out area or you 
could be a new hood ornament for someone pulling over at the last second.  This is a 
great place to use your tripod. 

1.4  from 
Stop 6 

  

9.  Continue west another 1.2 miles to Red Lake Road.  This will be a left hand turn 
across the highway on a dangerous blind curve.  Best of luck!  Drive about ¼  mile 
plus (take fork to the right) and park by the Dam.  Wander around, especially down 
the dirt road for aspens.  There may also be some great shots of colors around this 
lake and mountains in the background. 
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10.  Exit from Red Lake Road, turn right and head east.  There are several potential 
stops on the right hand side for photos.  Hungry? Consider Sorensen’s for lunch and 
many excellent photos.  Sorensen’s is about 1 mile east of the Junction of Highways 
89 & 88, or about 8 miles east of Red Lake Road.  Best photo ops = go east (past)  
Sorensen’s about 3 miles, turn around and head back west, use the turn-outs on the 
right hand side of the road.  A great place to spend time wandering near the river with 
aspens everywhere.  There are also aspen groves behind Sorensen’s Resort.   
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11.  Drive back to the oft-noted “Y” Junction of Highways 89 & 88, turn right and head 
north to Highway 50 (11 miles), turn right on H 50, go 5 miles and just past 
McDonald’s 1/8 of a mile to the Stop Light, drive straight ahead and you are back on 
Highway 89 heading towards Emerald Bay.  

If you are lost, you probably turned right at the stop light and are back on Highway 50 
heading east toward the casinos.   
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12.  Taylor Creek.  From the “Y” Intersection of Highways 50 & 89 in South Lake 
Tahoe (near McDonald’s), drive about 3.1 miles north (turn right) on Highway 89, past 
Camp Richardson to the USFS Visitors Center at Taylor Creek on your right hand 
side.  This is where we will find the Kokanee salmon and wildlife.  There are also 
excellent groves of aspens. 

There are more groves of aspens nearby, we will see if we need to visit these for 
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more yellow images. 

At the Visitor Center building, there is a gift shop and most importantly, this is the last 
chance for clean, non-smelly rest rooms until lunch so you really want to stop in and 
say “hi”.  Otherwise there are several smelly pit restrooms on the way.    

 

  

13.  Emerald Bay is one of the most photographed places on the west coast.  1st stop 
at Emerald Bay will be at Inspiration Point on the right hand side of the highway 5 
miles from the Taylor Creek Visitor’s Center road.  This is just past the famous “Holy 
Crap” road framed atop a high glacial lateral moraine between Cascade Lake and 
Emerald Bay.  Best wishes to the squeamish!  There are many places to drive and 
stop and wander for photographs including Eagle Falls and Vikingsholm.  This could 
be the best area for Sunset and Sunrise.  There are 3 or 4 very good pull overs/out in 
this area over about 2 miles around the end of the Bay. 
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14.  Next stop, or return after lunch is Barker Pass Road, 14 miles north of Emerald 
Bay.  Left turn from H 89 right at the Lake Tahoe shoreline.  Aspen groves are up 
(west) towards Blackwood Canyon on this road 
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15.  Sunnyside Restaurant is about 2 miles further north, on the right hand side of the 
road. Parking is limited, park on the side streets in needed. (16 miles north of Emerald 
Bay.) 
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16.  Tahoe City is another 2 miles north of the Sunnyside.  Many restaurants here 
along the Truckee River.  (18 miles north of Emerald Bay.) 
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17.  Truckee is 14 miles north of Tahoe City.  Be careful to turn left at the light in 
Tahoe City to continue on Highway 89 north.  There are many places to stop along 
this area for aspens on the Truckee River.  You may also want to drive into the ski 
resort areas; the best is Squaw Valley for more photos of aspen colors and rugged 
volcanic mountains. 
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18.  Head west on Highway 80 at Truckee.  Lincoln is 80 miles west.  It will be great to 
be on this fun-filled trip and also great to be home.   

Now for editing all those world class photos! 
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